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This time of year we normally focus on New Year's Resolutions.  I 
would like to change our focus to something new. Write down 
three things that you hope for in 2021.  It can be anything you 
want. Now, write down three things that you hope against in 
2021. 
Chances are, you may get one, two or even all three things on 
your “I Hope That” list. Chances are, one, two or even all three 
things on your “Hope Against” list may happen. We simply do not 
know. 
Here is what we do know. The year ahead will be full of ups and 
downs. You will smile. You will cry. You will laugh. You will sit in 
shock. You will see the sun and the rain.  You will spend time with 
friends and/or family. You will have times when you will sit all by 
yourself. You will have times when you will experience the 
closeness of God.  You will have times when God will feel as far 
away as the farthest star you can imagine. 
In short, the year ahead will be full of ...Life. This is what life is all 
about. We hope that 2021 is the best year ever. We hope against 
a year full of tragedy and loss. We hope that 2021 sees peace and 
compassion, we hope against more war and hatred. We hope that 
only good things come our way. We hope against any bad things 
happening. 
But at the dawn of this new year, I want to challenge you not to 
hope THAT anything, not to hope AGAINST anything, but to hope 
IN something....and that something is God. Hope IN God. For 
when we hope “THAT”, we are setting ourselves up for unmet 
expectations, a very frustrating way to live. And when we hope 
“AGAINST”, we are setting ourselves up to expect fear, a 
paralyzing way to live. But when we hope IN, hope IN God, we 
are not setting ourselves up for anything at all. Rather, we are 
allowing ourselves to be held up, expecting to be cradled by our 
Creator, which is the only way to truly live. 
Psalm 39:7 declares, “And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My 
only hope is in you.” Not hope THAT, not hope AGAINST, but 
hope IN. Hope IN the One who is able to guide us through 2021, 
through life, no matter what may come our way. Hope IN the One 
who already knows every possible outcome of every possible 
situation, yet has a plan to redeem it and work for the good within 
it. Hope IN the One who has promised us that nothing is too 
good, or too horrible, to separate us from the love of God. Hope 
IN the One who loves us, who calls us by name, who is redeeming 
us even this very hour. 
May 2021 be a year of hope IN GOD. 

 
Pastor John 
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Creating New Spiritual Practices in 2021 

Our lives have been transformed during this global pandemic. 
There is no road map for our journey as we adapt and discern 
new ways forward together in these uncertain times. But we do 
have some tools at our disposal, which are steeped in our 
Moravian heritage. Our early Moravian brothers and sisters found 
opportunity in challenge. These bold followers of Jesus blazed 
forward as they grew in relationship with Christ, expressed 
spirituality in community, and sacrificed nearly everything for their 
mission. Likewise, our current challenge provides modern-day 
Moravians opportunities to share faith, love, and hope with the 
world in new and different ways. 
As we move into 2021, you might be interested in growing in your 
spiritual disciplines, diving deeper into Moravian history, or 
learning how to take action to live the essentials in the world. The 
Moravian Experience  is the place to start to make these goals a 
reality!  
Amid an overwhelming amount of online content, this collection of 
resources provides inspiration and challenge for our journey as 
Moravian Christians. We hope these resources will guide you on 
your inward journey to deepen your relationship with Christ as 
well as our outward journey to live with each other like Christ – 
being relational and loving as we reach out to the world. 
 
You can find The Moravian Experience here; 
https://www.moravian.org/bcm/moravian-experience/ 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=57613031&msgid=522340&act=6LTY&c=1178884&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moravian.org%2Fbcm%2Fmoravian-experience%2F&cf=24423&v=019b388e217edbfbbdc6b7984a00d9c598d8e46d8d4fa4b57ba63bc6c3baed83
https://www.moravian.org/bcm/moravian-experience/
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Pray Every Day January 2021 
 

1. All of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart and a 
humble mind. Pray that God in His mercy will remove the Covid-19 virus and its effects 
from this world. 
2. Pray for medical personnel serving in the war against Covid-19. 
3. Pray for the leaders of our churches and our country. Remember those who are 
missing your fellowship. 
4. Pray for pastors and leaders working to keep congregations in communication and 
presenting God’s word in new ways. 
5. Pray for police and firefighters everywhere.  
6. Epiphany-Arise, shine, for your light has come. Pray that we would all be receptive to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit as we learn to worship and serve in new ways. 
7. Pray for the food programs taking care of those needing good nutrition. 
8. Pray for Adopt A Village in Tanzania. 
9. Pray that our country will trust in God. 
10. Sunday-Ascribe to the Lord the glory of His name. Pray for generous hearts to 
donate funds to help those suffering from disasters such as hurricanes and floods, etc. 
11. Pray for Moravian volunteers serving in disaster relief. 
12. Pray for Kevin and Charity in the Middle East. 
13. Pray for Brian and Heather Marx (MAF). 
14. Pray for Unity Women’s Desk. 
15. Pray for the Harrisons with Greek Intervarsity. 
16. The Lord is your keeper, the shade at your right hand. Pray for Star Mountain 
Rehabilitation Center. 
17. Sunday-The joy of the Lord is your strength. Pray for Steve and Ann Marx (MAF).  
18. From Him and through Him and to Him are all things. Pray for the Hoffmans in 
HIV/AIDS Ministry. 
19. Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted. Pray for Jenna and 
Andrew Craver in Alaska. 
20. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. Pray for Alan and DeeDee Iobst in 
France. 
21. Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you will be in good health. 
Pray for the Sineaths in Campus Outreach. 
22. It is God who is at work in you, enabling you to will and to work for His good 
pleasure. Pray for Justin Rabbach (Board of World Mission). 
23. The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Pray for Armando Rusindo 
Foundation and Cuba. 
24. Sunday-Trust in Him at all times, pour out your heart before Him. Pray for Alas de 
Socorro in Honduras. 
25. Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, that He might exalt you. Pray for 
the Tesh’s in Kenya. 
26. I came to bring fire to the earth. Pray for the Theissens in Mexico. 
27. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask God. Pray for Moravians in Peru. 
28. Today, salvation has come to this house.  Pray for Safiatu Braima in Sierra Leone. 
29. The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is Salvation, through Jesus. 
30. All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord. Pray for Charlie and Vickie Brent 
in Texas. 
31. Sunday-God loves a cheerful giver. Pray for Michael and Brenda Brent in Croatia. 
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As of the publishing of this newsletter, we are 
still unsure of our re-opening status for 
Leaksville Moravian Church. Please continue to 
monitor the emailed Weekly Greetings that go 

out each week and listen for One Call Now updates. If you are not 
on that list and would like an update, please call the church office 
at (336) 623-9440. Be sure and leave a message. 

Leaksville Moravian Church—Mission Statement 

 

To teach the Word of God. 
To experience the salvation of Jesus Christ. 

To offer Christian fellowship, and  
provide opportunities to serve others. 

Church Council / Church Reports 2020 
 

 The annual Church Council for 2020 has been 
postponed until we can gather again. All current Elders 

and Trustees have agreed to stay in their current positions until 
we can gather again for elections. Please remember to send in 
your church reports for 2020 to the church office so they can be 
collated for when Church Council does occur and to send to the 
Archives.  

 

Unity Prayer Watch 
 

 Leaksville Moravian Church has been assigned 
Monday, January 11, 2021, from Noon until 6:00 pm, as 
its responsibility for the Unity Prayer Watch of the 
Moravian Church. If you wish to participate in this non-stop 
worldwide effort, please indicate your willingness by signing up for 
a 30-minute time slot on the online form sent in the Weekly 
Greetings email. A link to prayer suggestions is also found in that 
email.  

The Women’s Fellowship met via Zoom on December 9th. 
Nominations for officers for 2021 were presented and voted on.  
Our 2021 officers are: 
 
President: Estellé Gullett 
Vice President: Arlean Christman 
Secretary: Jennifer Hurd 
Treasurer: Linda Williams 
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Leaksville Moravian Church Job Opening 
 

Leaksville Moravian Church is now accepting resumes for the 
position of Administrative Assistant. Leaksville Moravian Church 
seeks an organized, self-motivated individual with excellent 
computer and interpersonal skills, basic financial competency, and 
writing/editing/proofreading ability to staff the church office 
approximately 12 hours per week (Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am-
noon). Ability to handle personal information confidentially is 
essential. Necessary skills include proficiency in Microsoft Office 
suite and Quicken Financial Management software.  Previous 
experience in a church setting is a plus. Detailed qualifications and 
responsibilities are available from the church office. Resumes may 
be sent to the attention of the Chairperson of the Trustees, Jesse 
Williams, at Leaksville Moravian Church, P.O. Box 35, Eden, NC 
27289 or emailed to jlwilliams0104@gmail.com. 

Online Items of Interest: 
 
While we are all staying home, here are some online resources 
that might interest you: 
 
Old Salem Exploratorium: A series of 5- to 10-minute 
experiences that will bring you in direct visual (but not physical!) 
contact with Old Salem master craftsman and educators.  
https://www.oldsalem.org/calendar-programs/exploratorium/  
 
Museum of Early Decorative Arts: Watch selected videos from 
the MESDA program: 
https://mesda.org/programs/program-videos/  
 
Moravian Music Foundation: Click this link for Moravian Music 
Foundation's YouTube Channel, full of free videos of lectures, 
music, music education, and concerts.  
https://www.youtube.com/user/MoravianMusicFndn/playlists  

Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement. The red, 
white and blue colors were so fitting. Bob was proud to have 
served in the Navy. 
Your thoughtfulness and show of kindness meant so much to me 
and his family at this sad time. 
Thank you, 
Marilyn Pennebaker 
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Cooperative Christian Ministries 
 
  

October 
New 4 

Families 35         
Adults 76 

Children 41 

CCM Food Bank 

  

CCM is operating a Drive-Up Food Pantry for its clients on 
Thursday mornings from 9:30am-12:00pm. We want to continue 
to serve the needs of our community as long as possible while 
keeping our volunteers, clients and church staff safe.  
 

With limited supplies and area shortages, we still need your food 
donations. If you can donate, you can bring your donations to the 
church office on **Thursdays from 9:30 am—12:00 pm.** 
Please call before you come and we will meet you outside and 
take your donations.  
 

Needs for January: 
Saltine crackers, peanut butter, spaghetti noodles, Hamburger/
Tuna Helper. 

If anyone knows of any  
additions/corrections that need 
to be made to this list, please 

call the church office at  
336-623-9440. 

January Birthdays 
  

1 Robert Mericle 
4 Jesse Williams 
8 Gail Turner 
13 Marie Martin 
18 Faye Grose 
23  Linda Williams 
25 Donna Rainey 
27 Wayne Wilson 
  
  

  
     January Anniversaries 

  

  3 Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hicks 
  3 Mr. and Mrs. John Rainey 
  16 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mericle 

https://www.oldsalem.org/calendar-programs/exploratorium/
https://mesda.org/programs/program-videos/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MoravianMusicFndn/playlists
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Memorials 
 

In Memory of Quesell Scott ................... Mike and Jennifer Hurd 
 
In Memory of Robert Simyon .................................. Ann Midkiff 
  

Caring and Sharing 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Our prayers are with: 
 

...all Moravian church leaders 

...our congregation 

...our families 

...our neighbors 

...our medical care-givers 
…our communities – both near and far  

Please forgive us if we have left anyone’s name off of this list.  If you would like to leave a 
prayer request for someone, please fill out a Prayer Request form located in the pew pockets and 

place in the offering plate or visit our website at www.leaksvillemoravianchurch.org  
and click on the Prayer Request icon. 

Prayer List 

Barbara Calhoun 
Renee Carroll & Baby 
Darlene Dyer 
Rhonda Elliot 
Jesse Edwards 
Mark Ellis 
Betty Gatewood 
Roy Kasten 
Chris Lyle 
Sherrill Malnofski 
Charles Marlowe 
 

Anna Martin 
Barry, Marie & Butch Martin 

Chris Martin 
Pastor John Rainey 

Donna Rainey 
The Family of Robert Simyon 

Martha Smith 
Cathy Tucker 

Tony & June Walker 
Boston Yanotti 
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Leaksville Moravian Church 

January 2021

Sun Mon Tue Wed

 

  

 
 

   

3 
 

4 5 6 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13

17 
 

18 19 20 

24 
 

25 26 27 

31    

All events are TBD. We will be following the guidance of the PEC and the NC State mandates. We hope to be together 
soon! Please watch for weekly email updates. 
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Leaksville Moravian Church -  

January 2021 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 

6 7 8 9 

13 14 15 16 

20 21 22 23 

27 28 29 30 

    

All events are TBD. We will be following the guidance of the PEC and the NC State mandates. We hope to be together 


